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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Cardinal
Beaufort: The Stanhope Prize Essay, 1875 It is impossible not to
notice in reading history, how little attention some periods, as
compared with others, have received from historians. These
seem to bestow the greatest part of their trouble and attention
on those times which are full of great movements, and which
will therefore yield an easy and imposing result to their! labours.
But those periods which contain the germs of those great events
are comparatively neglected: they are more difficult to
understand, and the result gained is not so specious; yet, for a
real understanding of history, they are to the full as important
as the periods in which the great events themselves take place.
No period in history, perhaps, has been so much examined and
discussed as the sixteenth century, while the fifteenth has been
comparatively neglected. The cause of this is that the events of
the former century were in themselves so important, and have
had such important and lasting effects, that it afforded an
immense harvest for historical gleaners; yet it...
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