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Subject: Electric power-plants -- Washington (D. C. ). Excerpt: . . . Fuel Switching for Electricity-Generating Units
Would Require Investment in New and Existing Infrastructure Switching from coal to natural gas would require
investment in new infrastructure and changes to existing infrastructure, including pipeline and storage
capacity and generation technologies employed at existing coal plants. In theory, all coal units can be
physically switched from coal to natural gas, but stakeholders said this practice would not occur broadly due,
in part, to inadequate existing distribution networks and storage capacity, including pipelines. According to
stakeholders, burning natural gas at an existing coal plant would require a pipeline with the ability to meet the
plants fuel supply requirements. If not, a new gas pipeline would have to be sited, permitted, designed, and
constructed. Almost all coal-fired boilers use some natural gas to ignite and regulate combustion, but they
require relatively small amounts of natural gas with correspondingly small supply pipelines. Thus, existing coal-
fired units would have to enhance their supply pipelines to switch to natural gas. As a result, according to
stakeholders, a major fuel-switching program would require a nationwide natural gas infrastructure
construction program. This would require expansion of interstate and intrastate pipelines to transport
increased volumes of natural gas. Furthermore, existing plants and local natural gas distribution systems
would have to increase their storage capacity. Local storage can help buffer variations in demand, and
addressing local storage requirements could pose challenges, according to stakeholders. Increased reliance on
natural gas would also require other new infrastructure, such as LNG terminals. Even with sufficient supply and
storage capacity, stakeholders said that it wou. ...
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